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! Head-Ryarters, New-Yock, SFuly 8, 1781,
‘ My Lerp,

Y AM this moment honored with your Lord-
thip’s letter, by Enfign Amiel, of the 3oth ultimo,

and am happy to be informed you have had anoppor=

tunity of defiroying fuch 2 Quantity of arms and

public ftores, the lofs of which muft be very heavily

| felt by the enemy. .

| By your Lordfhip’s an{wer to my letters of the.
| 11th and ; gth nltimo, (which are the only ones you
" ackmowledge the receipt of, and in which I made 2
requifition for fome of the corps ferving in the Che-.
. fapeak, if yox could fpare them.) 1 am to underftand
that your Lordthip does not think that, with the
remainder (which- would have amounted to at leaft
 four thoufand, fuppofing even th¥n you fent. me
. three thoufand) you could maintain the pofts I hid
propefed to be occupied at York-Town, &c, fo.
‘neceflary, n every relped, to cover our fleet and
_ {friuc us entise command over, the entrance of that Bay,

therefore think proper to mention to your Lord~
_ | ~ fhip

L
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thip, that whatever my ideas may have been of the
force fufficient to maintain that ftation, and the cor-
refponding one on the Gloucefter fide, your Lordthip
was left the fole judge of that fufficiency to the whole
amount of the corps under your immediate orders in
Virginia;---nor did I mean to draw a fingle man from
you, until you had provided for a refpectable defen-
five, and retained a fmall corps for defultory water
expeditions, for my requifition was made after the
receipt of your Lordthip’s letter of the 26th May;
from which I apprehended that you had no immedi-
ate operation of your own to propofe, and did not
think it expedient to adopt the one I had recommend-
ed to General Phillips. But I confefs, I could not

- conceive you would require above four thoufand, ina

ftation wherein General Arnold had reprefented to

me (upon report of Calonel Simcoe) that two thou-

fand men would be amply f{ufficient; and being
ftrongly imprefled with the necefiity of our holding a

naval ftation for large fhips as well as fmall, and

judging that York-Town was of importance for fe~
~ curing fuch a one, I cannot but be concerned that

~ your Lerdfhip fhould {o fuddenly lofe fight of it, pafs
James River, and retire with your army to the fickly
poft of Portfmouth, where your horfes will, 1 fear,
be ftarved, and a hundred other incoaveniences will

attend you ; and this, my Lord, as you are pleafed to

~ fay, becaufe you were of opinion that it exceeded your
power, confiftent with my plans, to make fafe defen-
five pofts . there and at Gloucefter.---My plans, my
Lord, were to draw from Chefapeak, as well for the-

fake of their health, as for a neceflary defenfive in

‘this important poft, fuch troops as your Lordfhip

could -
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could fpare from a refpectable defenfive of Yeork,.
Gloucefter, or fuch other ftation as was proper to
cover line of battlethips, and frecm zll the other fer-
vices I had rccommended; but I could not pofiitly -
mean that your Lordthip fhould for this give up the

~ hold of a ftation-fo unportmt for the purpofes i de-

figned, and which I think La Fayette will immedi-
ately feize and fortify the moment he hears you have
repafled James River ;---for though I am te fuppofe
the enemy will be as little able to defend it with ﬁvc
thoufand men as your Lord{hanudges yourfelt to "be,

“and of courfe may, be forthefamercatons, d:fpcﬁcﬁ’cd

I fhould be forry to begin with a fiege the operations:
I am determined to carry on in Chefapeak whene-
ver the feafon will admit of them; I will therefore

- confult Rear Admiral Graves on this fubjeé, and let
- your Lord(hip have our joint opinions in confequence.

WitH regard to Portimouth, ycur Lordfhip will

~ have feen by my former letters and the papers in your

pefleflion, that when I fent General Leflie to the
Cheafapeak I only withed for a ftation to cover our
cruizing frigates and other fmall thips: That Gene-
ral Officer thought proper to make choice of Fortf-
mouth, and had I doubt not, geod reafons for fo
doing. But it has ever been my (gmxon, that if 4
better could befound, efpzcially fof covering line of

battle fhips, it ought to have the preference; and I
think if Old Point Comfort will fecure Hamptou-
Road, thatis the ftation we ought to choofe---for, if
~Elizabeth River is at ail kept, a {fmall poft for about
'threc hundred men at Mill Point, would, in my
opinion, anfwer. But as to'quitting the Chefapeak
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| entirely, Fcannot cntertain 2 thought of fuch a mea-
fuge; but fhall moft probably, on the contrary, fend

there as foon as the feafon returns for a&ing in thas.
climate, all the troops which can poflibly be fparcd
from the different pofis under my command. I
therefore flatter myfelf, that even although your
Lordfhip may have quitted York, and detached troops
to me, that you will have a fufhiciency to re-occupy
it, or that you will at Jeaft hold Old Point Comfort, .
if it is poffible to do it without York. '

. By the letters brought to me from the Minifter, by

~ the laft packet, I underftand that three battalions,

originally deftined for this army, are to accompany
Sir George Rodney, in cafe De Grafle comes on this
coaft; from whencelam to conclude he will be cer-

 tainly followed by that Admiral. I am likewife told

that nearly two thoufand two hundred German re-
cruits and auxiliary troops may be hourly expected to,

~ grrive bere.

i ’ ' ,
Head-Qz;arier:, .NeweT ork, _‘fub' 10, 1781. -

"My Lorp,

T A M juft rj:turfxcd from having a conference with.
J Rear Admiral Graves, in confequence of your

Lordfhip’s letter of the goth ult. and we arc both
clearly of opinion that it is abfolutely neceflary we -

‘fhould hold a flation in Chcfaieak for thips of the
line as well as frigates; and:t e Admiral feems to

tbink; that fhould the enemy poflefs: themfelves of
0O1d Point Comfart, Elizabeth River could no longar
| be

LY
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‘e of any ufe to us, as a ftation for the frigates :* He |
-therefore judges that Hampton Road is the fitteft fa- 1
tion for all thips, in which yeur Lordfhip will {oe by
the papers in your pofleffion, 1 likewife sgree with -
‘him. 1t was moreover my opinion that the pofiel- -
fion of York-Town, even though we did not :poflefs
Gloucefter, might give fecuritiy to the works we
-might have at Old Point Comfort, which I wnderftand
decures Hampton Road.

I nap flattered myfelf, that, after giving me as.
~ nearly three thoufand men as you ecould fpare, y8u
~ Lordthip might have had a fufficiency, not only w
maintain thofe pofts, bat to {pare fur defubtory expe-1
ditions, for {'had no other plans in view than to draw
for the.defenceof this poft, and operations inits-neigh-

- bourhood, fuch troops as<could bedpared from your ar- |
1y, sfter leaving an ample defentfive to duch fations 5

as your Lordfhip might judge proper to occupy, and

2 fmall moving corps for defultory water expeditions

- during the fammer months, in which no ether might
- be preper in that uﬂ'hcdltbg climate. But as your
. Lordfhip feems to think that you.can an.no degrec

- comply withmy requifition for troops, and at the fame

~ time cftablith a poft capabic.of giving proteQion to
thips of war; and it is probable, from-whzt you erite
e, that you may have repaffedjames:Riverand getice
ed to Portfmouth : . I beg leave’to requeft that you
will, without lofs of time, examine Qld. Point Com-
fort, and fortify it, detaining fuch troops as you may
- think neecffary for that purpofe, and garrifoning it af-
terwards. - But if it thould ‘be your Lordthip’s opinion,
- that Old Point Comfort cannot be held without hav-
o ing




ing- pofleffion of York, for in this ca‘fc Gloucefter may

perhaps be not {o material, and that the whole can-
not be done with lefs than feven thoufand men, you
are at fulk liberty todetain all the troops now in Che-

fapeak, which, 1 believe, amounts to {fomewhat more

than that number ; which very liberal conceflion, will,
1 am perfuaded, convince your Lordthip of the high
eftimation in which I hoid a naval ftation in Chefa-
peak, though my whole force in this very extenfive
and important poft is not quite eleven thonfand effec-

tives ; and how far I may be juftifiable in leaving 1t

10 fo reduced a garrifon, time will fhew..

1 AM as much mortified as your Lordfhip can pof-
fibly be at the neceflity there is, at prefent, for leav-
ing you upon the defenfive in Chefapeak ; and your
Lordthip will do me the juftice to obferve, that I have,
for fome months paft, been myfelf content with a

ftarved defenfive, from the defire 1 had to give your .
- Lordfhip as large an army for offenfive operations as

1 could. Therefore, until the feafon for re-commenc-
ing operation in the Chefapeak fhall return, your

‘Lordfhip, or whoever remains in the command there,
muft, 1 fear, be content with a ftri& defenfive. And

I muft defire, thatyou will be pleafed to confider this
as a pofitive requifition to you, not to detain a greater
proportion of the troops now with you than what

may be abfolutely wanted for defenfive operations,’ as
betore mentioned. | .

WaeN, therefore, yoﬁr Lordfhip has finally deter-
mined upon the force you

works as you fhall erect. at Point Comfort, and.the
| | number

think fufficient for {fuch
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number you judge requifite to cover them at York- |
Town, and for .the other fervices of the Chiefapeak
during the unheualthy feafon, you will be plcafcd to
fend me- the remainder.  Your Lordfhip will obferve
by this, that I do not fee any great neceffity for hold-
‘ing Portfmisuth while you have 0ld Point Comfort ;
for fhould a ftation on Elizabeth Riverbe judged ne-
ceffary, I think Mill Point will anfwer every necefla-

- 1y purpofe of covering frigates, -&c. B .

| I have the honor to be, |
| ' Your Lordfhip's e
o Moft obedientand h -
‘ o Moft humble Servant, |
~ (Signed) IH. CLINTON.

- Lieutenant General
Eari Cornwallss.

/

Extragt of a Letter from Lieutenant General Earl
Cornwallis to bis Excellency General Sir Henry Clin-
ton, K.B.&c.6c. &c.datedCobbam, July 8tb, 1781.

k@ } L} Vs Ty e ¥

E MUST igain take the liberty of calling your
Excellency’s ferious attention to the queftion of
the utility of a defenfive roft in this country, which
cannot have the fmalleft influence on- the war in
Carolina, and which only gives us fome acres of an
unhealthy fwamp, and is for ever liable to become a
prey to a foreign enemy, with a temyporary fuperiority
| at Tea. Defultory expeditions in” the Cheafapeak,
¢ may be undertaken from New-York, with as much

::" .. - ] . T B ‘ | . ‘ cafc g
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eafe, and more fafety, whenever there is reafon to
fuppole that our naval force is likely to be fuperior .
for two or three months. R

.

Hzad-Quarters, New-York, Fuly 15, 1781.

My Lorp,
N TIL I had the honor to receive your Lord-
fhip’s letter of the 8th inftant, I had flattered
my[elf that upon reconfidering the generat purport of
our correfpondence, and General Phillips’s papers in
your pofleflion, you would at leaft have waited fora
fine from me in anfwer to your letter of the zoth ul-

timo, before you finally determined upon f{o ferious

and mortifying a move, as the repafling James River,

and retiring with youy army to Portfmouth. ~And I
was the more induced to hope that this would have
been the cafe, as we both feemed to agree in our opi-
nions, of the propricty of taking a Lealthy ftation on

the neck between York and James Rivers, for the

- purpofe of covering a proper harbour for our line of

battle fhips, and 1 am perfuaded your‘Lord(hip will

be fenfible, that in all my letters I clearly leave you

at full liberty to detain any part or even the whole of

(he troops I folicited you. to {end me, thould your Lord-"

fhip have determined on any folid operation of your
own in Virginia, or elfe where, or f{hould you have

adopted the one I bad recommended in the upper Che- |

fapeak, or even fhould you have_judged thcir continu-

~ance with you neceflary until the ftations you might

think proper to take were rendered rq/peﬁaély defen-

" five. Your letter cf the 3oth ultimo, in which your

Lord(hip
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Lordfhip was pleafed to intimate this intention, did
not leave the Chéfapezk Before the sth inftant, and as
foon as I confulted theAdmiral at the Hock, upon its
contents, I loft no time in difpatching my anfwer to
your Lordfhip both by a fhip.of-war, and one of my

- runners. But as I now find your Lordthip has decid-

ed, I fhall {ay no more upon the fubject; and I fin~.
cerely congratulate you upon the fuccefs of your weil -
concerted plan aga:nft the Marquis de la Fayette;
hoping that amongft other good effsts which may be

‘expected from it, it will prevent his giving you dif-

turbance in the execution of what I recommecended to

————— vour Lordthip in my letter of the 11th inftant, a du-

plicate of which accompanies this. Ilikewife requett
your Lordfhip will be. pleafed to communicate to
Lieut. Colonels Dundafs, Simcoe, and Tarlcton,
whom you have particularifed, the firft for his con-
duct and gallantry in the a&ion of James Town, and
the two others for their aétive fervices on your march
through Virginia, and to all the other officers and fol-
diers under your command, the high fenfe I have of
their {pirit and good behaviour, for which I defire their - -
acceptance of my thanks. § :

As your Lord(hipié again pleafed to recall m)%:—( o o
- [ £73 ‘J

rious attention to the queftion of theutility.of 2 de

five poft in Virginia, which you fay cannot have the
fmalleft influence on the war in Carolina, and which
only gives us fome acres of an unhealthy fwamp, I

 muft in anfwerbeg leave again to repeat to your Lord-

fhip, that it never was my intention to continue a poft
on Elizabeth River any longer than until the com-
mencement of folid operation in the Chefapeak, nor.

to
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“to have there more troops than what might be capable
of defending a finall work on that river; and that all
“the™ General Officers who have commanded in the
Chcfapcak, have had my confent to change that ftation

- for one'more healthy if they :i'ugjgcd\it proper-to do fo.

t

To which I:will moreover add, thatit ever has been,
\1\', and ever will be my firm and unalterable opinion,.
that it is of the firflt confequence to His Majefty’s af-.
faifs on this continent, that we.take pofleffion of the |
Chefapeak, ‘and that we dp not afterwards relinquith”
“it. I beg leave alfo, my Lord, to diflent from the opi-
" nion you have given me of a defenfivé poft in Chefa- -
. peak, and that defultory expeditions there may be un-
. .dertaken from New-York with as much eafe and .
more fafety; for I.cannot but fuppofe that a defen-
©  five ftation in Chefapeak, with a corps.of at leaft
7. 4000 ‘regular troops, for its protetion and defultory
~ -~ waterimovements during the fummer months, where- .
- in land operation may.be impralticable, would have
‘the ‘moft beneficial effects on more diftant diftricts for.

-." »  the reafons I have already ‘had the honor to give your

. Lordfhip.--Nordo I recolledt, that in any of my let-.
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- .- .ters to your Lordfh‘ip,“_lchiiv,c fuggefted an idea, that

¢

" "theré was a probability of the enemy’s having a naval
fuperiority in thefe feas for any léngth of time, much

" lets for fo long a one 3s two. or three months.

k. . Bur with refpe& to the uphealthinefs of the ftati-

“on at Portfmouth,.my letters 'to General Phillips on ™

), © that {ubje&, wherein' I’ fay, ‘¢ God forbid { thould

.- with to biiry the elite of ' my army in Nanfemond and.
Princefs. Anne,”” will fatisfy your Lordfhip-that we ..
-2re’both of ong-opinien. . - o |

S S .o ’,'l( 'VITH
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I ‘1TH regard to your Lordthip’s returning to
i} “Charles-Town, for which you fay you wait my ap-
e “probation, though I allow your Loréfhip to be the
n ¢ beft judge where your prefence may be moft required,
). - yet, as 1 cannot:conceive that offenfive operation will
Y, s -be carried on in Carclina for fome months, I muft
)y ‘beg leaveto recommend it to you -to rerzain in Che- -

~ ] fapeak, atleaft until the gations Khave propofed are
e f - occupied and eftablithed, and your Lordthip favours
I .. -me with your opinion of the number of men you can

i- f  afterwards {pars from their defence until the fir(t week
- I . 1n OQober, about which-time, it is my intention, as
I have before told your Lordihip, to re-commence

operation in ‘the Chefapeak; but whether in Virginia,

1- ~according to your Lordthip’s plan, or in the Upper
ft Chefapeak, according to my own, I fhall then deter-
'y 'mine.—I1f in the firfft, I fhall requeft the favour of
¢ _.Your Lordfhip to condu& it, as you muft bé a better
ve judge than I can, from the local knowledge you have
or acquired in your march through great part of the -
ur country, and your bc@ng from thence capable ofjudg-»
t- ing how far it is conaeted with the fouthern pro-
at vinces: If in the laft, I fhall probably afiume the di-
al retion of it myfelf;, and I (hall, in that cafz, be glad
ch ‘to have your Lordthip’s affiftance.  But if you fhouid
R ‘prefer returning to Carolina, 1 (hall, after that, no
longer rc&rair.‘?our Lordthip from following your in-
ti- clinations. . ] o
on’ -« 7 L ‘
1d . Now, my Lord, I have o%t‘o repeat what I have
nd aiready faid in all my letters, that you are at full li--
we _berty to employ all the treops under your immediate
- command- in Chefapeak, if you aie of opinion they
rH ' | - - o '

may '
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may be wanted for the defence of the ftations you fhall
think proper to occupy, fecuring to us, at leaft, a
Jiealthy one, from whence we may ftart at the proper
time for beginning operation,’ and for the carrying
on, inthe interim, fuch defultory water expeditions
as you may think of any utlity." I thould, indeed,’
have hoped, that even 1in the feafon for aive opera-
tion, Yeven thoufand men would have been quite fuf-
ficient, confidering the force which the enemy can
bring againft you, in this, however, your Lordfhip
feems to think different.

Snourp nothing therefore happen to indace you
to alter your opinion, or fhould any object caft up of
importance enough to be undertaken at this inclement
feafon, you are ztliberty to keep the whole; but be-
fore you finally decide, I requeft your Lordfhip will

recolle@ the very bare defenfive I am reduced to in

‘?hi_s poft, whilit I have oppofed to me Wathingtcn’s

army, which is already eight or ten thoufand men,

' the French four thoufand, befides the large reinforce-

ment expe&ed to them ; apd I fcarce nced mention
to your Lordfhip, who 1s fo well acquainted with
their difpofition,  the effet which-fuch an appearance
will have on the numerous and warlike militia of the
fve neighbouring provinces. o

I have the honour to be,

¢ 7~ Your Lordihip’s

| Moft obedient and
) - Moft humble Servant,
(Signed)  H. CL INT O N.
Licutenant General e e

. N

p Lieutenant
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Lieutenant General Eari Cornwallis to bis Excelleacy
General Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. &¢. &c. &c.

Portjimouth, Virginia, Yuly 27th, 1781,
‘SIR, |
RECEIVED your cyphered letter of the 11thin-

ftant on the 2oth, in confequence of which the
cxpcdition was detainec, and on the 21{t I was ho-
nored with your ‘difpa:ches of the 8th and 11th in-
ftant, by Captain Stapleton, the conients of which,
T will confefs, were to me as unexpected as, I truft,
they are undeferved. ~ |

As a {ubordinate officer I think it my duty to obey
ofitive orders, or in -exercifing difcretionary powers,
to ac as much as poffible conformable to the apparent
withes of my fuperior officer, combined with the evi-
dent good of the fervice: And, in mv late condud, I
hope I have not deviated fiom thofe principles. For,
permit me to remark, that I cannot difcover in the
inftructions to General ®hillips, and the fubitance of
private converfations with him (extra&ts of which I
‘take the liberty to inclofe) to which I am referred,
nor in our former correfpondence, any trace of the
ex‘reme earueftnefs that now appears to fecure ahar-
bour for fhips of the line, and your affent to my en-.
gaging in operations 1n the upper Chefapeak, if [ -
could bave brought myfelf to think ‘them expedicent, .
.would, if I had doubted before, have convinced =
that fecuring a harbour for line of battle fhips was not
with you a p:umary. and - immediate object.  In my
letter of the 26th of May, lLinformed your Exceiivn-

CyHy




cy, that after deftroying the ftores ac Richimond and
the adjoining country, 1{hould move back to Willi-
amfburgh, keeping the army in readinefs to comply
with your furthet inftrutions. I arrived at that place
‘on the 2sth, and on the 26th of June I received from
‘Enfign Amiel your difpatches of the 11th and 15th
of the fame month, being the firft letters that I re-
ceived from you fince my ‘arrival in Virginia. In the
firt you tell me New-York 1s threatened to be attack-
ed by a very numerous enemy; and therefore, wifh-
~ ing to concentrate your force, you recommend to mé
" to fend 2 body of troops to you as I can fpare them in
. the order mentioned in 4 lift, unlefs I have engag-
ed in operations in the upper Chefapeak ; 2nd in the
difpatch of the 15th, taking for granted that I have
not engaged in thofe operations, you require that the
embarkation of thofe troops may begin with the great-
eft difpatch. After a full compliance with this re-
quifition, the force left under my command would
have been about two thoufand four hundred rank and
- file, fit for duty, as willappear by the returns, which
in a poft adapted to that number, I hoped would be
fufficient for a defenfive and defultory water exped'-
tions. You mention Williamfburgh and York
your letter of the 11th, as defenfive ftations, buton-
ly as being fuppofed healthy, without deciding on
their fafety. William{burgh having no harbour, and
requiring an army to occupy the pofition, would not
" have fuited us. I faw that it would require a great
deal of timeand labour to fortify York and Glouce-
_ter, both of which are neceffary to fecure a harbour
. for veflels of any burthen, and to effe& it affiftance
would have been wanted fiom fome of the troops then- .
‘ | : under
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undc.f?ﬁib'arkati‘on'ordcrs, which, when Néw-York

was in idanger, I did not think myfclf :at liberty to
detain for ‘any other purpofe than operations in the

~ upper Chefapeak'; and fuppofing both places fortified,

1 thought they would have: been dangerous defenfive
pofts; either of them being eafily acceffible to - the
whole force of this proviner, and from their fituation
they would not have commanded an acre of country.
I therefore under thefe circumftances, with the moft

~earneft defire to comply with what- [ thought were

your prefent withes, and to facilitate ydur intended

~future operations in Pcnnfyli'ania,' did not hefitite in

deciding to pafs James River; and tc retire to Portfd
mouth, that 1-might be able t¢ fend you the troops
required. - And 1" was confirmed- in the: propricty ‘of

the meafure when, upon paffing JamesRiver; | recéived

your di{patch informing me, that for cflential reafons

" you-had refolved to'make an attempton -Ph'i_ladc'lpﬁia, |
and dire&ting me-to embsrk with the greateft expedi-

tion the f{ame- body of troops, with’ ftores; &¢. for
that purpofe. Having likewife exccuted this order
with the utmoft exertion and alacrity, I muft acknow-
Jedge 1 was ‘not - prepared toreceive; in the next 'dif<

- patch from your Excellency, a fevere cenfure: for my
- conduét. : -

IMMEDIATELY on - the.receipt of your cyphered
letter I gave orders to .the-Epgineer to examine and

~ furvey Point Comfort, -and the channels adjoining to

it; 1 have likewife,vifited it with the Captains of the
King’s fhips nowlying ir Hampton Road. I have the

‘honor to enclofe to you copies of:the repert of "the

Enginccr,‘ and of the 0pini<5ns of the -Captains of the
- . C T navy
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navy on that fubje®, with which my own entirely o

concurs; and I likewifc tranfmit a furvey of the pe-

ninfula made by Lieutenants Sutherland and Stratton.

From all which your Excellency will {ce that a work
on Point Comfort would neither command the en-
trance, nor fecure his Majefty’s fhips at anchor in

" Hampton Road, This being the cafe, I fhall, in o-

bedicnce to the {pirit of your Excellency’s orders, take
meafures with as much difpatch as poflible, to feize
and fortify York and Gloucefter, being the only her-
bour in which we can hope to be able to give effec-
tual protetion to line of battle fhips. Ifhall likewife
ufe all the expedition in my power to evacuate Port{-

~mouth and the pofts belonging to it, but until that is

accomplithed it will be impoffible for me to fpare
troops. For York and Gloucefter, from their fituz-
tion, command no country ; and a fuperiority in the
field will not only be neceflary to enable us to draw
Forage and other {upplies from the country, but like-
wife to carry on our works without interruption.

 Your Excellency having been pleafed to difap-
prove of my going to South-Carolina, I havefent Ge-
neral Leflic, who failed on the 2sth inftant, in the
Carysfort, to take the command there. ,

I have the honour to be,
- With great rcf"{e&, Sir,
' Your moft obedient and
Moft humble Servant,

- (Signed] "CORNWALLIS,

His Excellency General - '
Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. &¢. &e. &e.
‘ ' EX‘TRACT
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EXTRACT of the INSTRUCTIONS of bis ExcEr-
~reNcy Sik HENRY CLINTON, # Major
GenNerar PHILLRIPS, dated st Head-Ruarters,
New-York, March 10, 1781,

F the Admiral, difapprovinf of Portfmouth, and
| requiring a fortified ftation for large thips in the
Chefapeak, fhould propofe York Town, or Old Point

maintained without great ritk or lofs, you are at li-

_berty to take pofleflion thercof ; but if the objeions are
~ fuch asyou fhall think forcible, yow muft, after ftat~
~ ing thofe objeions, decline it till folid operation
take place in Chefapeak. - |

His Excerrency Sir HENRY CLINTON

bad with Major GENeraL PHILLIPS, on tée

Subject of OPERATLONS in the Chefapeak, before bis
 Embartkation on bis. Expedition thither.

ITH regard to a ftation for the prote@ion of

the King’s thips; I know of no place ic
proper as York Town, if it could be taken poffeflion
of, fortified, and garrifoned with 6me- thoufand men---.

~ as by having one thoufand moreat a poft fomewhere
in Elizabeth River, York and James Rivers would
'be ours, and our cruizers. might command the wa-
ters of the Chefapeak; troops might likewifes be
fpared from thefc pofts to carry on expeditions dur-
ing the {ummer months, when probably nothing can
be rifked.in that climate but water movements. But
if the heights of York, and thofe on Gioucefter fide
. ) : cannot.

Comfort, if poffeffion of cither can be acquired and

EXTRACT of feversl CONVERSATIONS thaf




[20)
o “cannot - be  fo well and fo foon fortified as to render
= . | that pott ors & Infult before the enemy can move 2
force, &c. againft it, it may not be advifeable to at-
| tempt it. In that cafe fomething may poflibly be
done at Old Point Comfort to cover large thips ly-
\ : | ing.in Hampton Road, which is reckoned a godd one, {
. o and not fo liable to injury from gales at-N. E. asithat
of York (particularly. in winter.} If neither can be
fecured, we muft content ourfelves with keeping the
| Chefapeak with : frigates and other armed veflels,
" which will always find fecurity againft 2 fuperior na-
~ val force, in Elizabeth River.

As our operations in proper feafon may recomtnence
in the upper James, perhaps a ftation might be found
at the entrance of the narrows of that river that may
' be of ufe in future day, and held with a fmall foree.
‘James-Town feems a proper {pot for fuch a flation,
" as does the place where the narrows and winding be-
gin., | |

b'nf}{ qf a'Letfer;;J‘?a;rz.'L;eutenaﬂt :S'u-t[wrland, of the
-~ Engineers, to Lieutenant. General Earl Cornwallis.

| , o -'Bﬂfj,’ ‘Ordngnce Trarz@art, - Hampton-
o : ‘Reoad, Fuly 25th, 1781. ,

~ My Lorp, PR

| "-A GREEABLE to your orders I have-examined -

J -£~X_ the ground on Old: Point Comfort with as

much accuracy as I poflibly could; and; for yourLord- ,
thip’s better information, I have made a furvey of i

the ground, upon Which is laid down-the' width and
foundings of the'channel, ' o 4 |

-~
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1T pr6 leave to offer whet appears to me refpe@ing
the fituation of a work on. that fpot.

- Tue,ground whore the fuins of Fort George lay is
- the fitteft for a mork, but at: the fame time muft bg
attended with many inconveniencies.

Tue level of the gro'und there 1is about two feet
higher than the high water mark, which from its

deftroyed by a naval.attack.
'THE great-width 2nd -depth- of the chanhel give
fhips the advantage of pafling the fort with.very little
rifk. I apprehend fifteen hundred yards.is:too great
a:diftance for batteries.to ftop thips, .which.is the dif-
tance here; . fhips that with to. pafs.the fire of the fort
- have: no .occafion to.approach nearer.

Nowr ~do I imagine a:fort built there. could - afford
any -great -protection to -an inferior and. weak. fleet,
anchored near:the fort, againft a fuperior fleet of the
enemy, which: muft have itin their ;power to make
their own difpafiticn, and place our fleet betweer them,
and- the fort; the- channel-affording no - bay for the
thips under cover-of afort. '

. be very confiderable: from the low fituation of the
ground, - which miift neceflarily caufe the foil to be
- moved from a great diftance to form the ramparts

‘and parapets; - and every other material muft be car-

L grouliac s THL S C IR o

.

any ufeful purpofe. | THEse

very fhort idiftance to the deop water muft {oon 'bc ~

‘THE time and expence to build a fort thege, muft,

#

ried there, - as the: timber on the-peninfula is-unfitfor |
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THESE are the remarks which have occusred to
me on' examining the ground and fituatizn of a work
on Old Point Comfort, for the protetion of the har-
‘bour and fleet, which I humbly fubmit to your Lord~,

fhip. ¥ have the honor to be,
: Ge. &e. ' ‘
- (Signed) ALEX. SUTHERLAND,

’ _ Lieut. of Engincers.
€opy of a Letter from the Captains of biy Majefly's
Sb:ju, to Licutenant General-Earl Cornwallis.

Rickmond,, Hampton Road,, 26tb fuly.1781..
My Lorp. ,, |
N confequence of a requifition that your Lordthip.
- § received from the Commanders in Chief of His
1 Majefty’s troops and fhips, relative to a. poft. being:
cftablithed at Old Point Comfort, for the prote&tion
and fecurity of the King’s fhips that may occafionally.
be fent to the Chefapeak, We whofe names are here-
unto fubfcribed, have taken as accurate a furvey of
_shat place as poffible, and are unanimoufly of opinion,
 from the width of the channel, and depth of wates
clofe to it, that any fuperior enemy’s force coming in,,
may pafs any work that can be eftablithed there, with.
 Tittle darnage, or deftroy it with the fhips that may be:
" there under its prote&ion. _ o B
| o We have the honor to be,. &c. Gca
(Szgﬂed) - Charles Hudfon,
: Thos. Symonds,
‘Chas. Everitt,
N o Ralph Dundafs, -
Licutenant General Earl Cornwallis, €c. &e.
' | | Lieutenang
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. Lientenant General Earl Cornwallis, to bis Excelleney
General Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. &c. &c. Ge.

York, Virginia, Auguft 12th; 1781.
SIR, - !
RECEIVED the inclofed letter laft night from
.Governor RBruere; -one to the fame effe&
arrived two days ago, from him, dire&ed to the com-
manding officer of the navy, and was immediately
forwarded to the Admiral by the officerftationed near
the Capes. IR |
I zmBARKED the Soth. regiment in boats, and -
went myfelf on board of the Richmond very early in
the morning of the 29th, but we were fo unfortunate |
in winds as to be four days on our paffage: The 8oth
landed on the night of the 1ft, at Gloucefter, and
the troops who were in tranfports; on the morning .
of the 2d, at this place. I have fince brought the
71t and Legion“ﬁithcr, and fent the regiment du ;¢
Prince Hereditaire to Gloucefter. o
- THE works on the Gloucefter fide are in fome for-~ .
. wardnefs, and I hope in a fituation to rehft, a fud--
den attack. * Brigadier General O’Hara is haftenin
as much as poffible, the evacuation of Portﬁnou'g:j
As foon as he arrives here, I will fend to New-York .
every man that I can fpare, confiftent with the fafety
~ and fubfiftence of the force in this country. |
o, | I bave the honor to be,
| With great refpe&, Sir,
“Your moft obedient, and
Moft humble Servant, |
CORNWALLIS,

H & BT ST

 (Signed)
. His Excellency General
1t

| Si Henry Chinton, K. B, &c. 8¢, &, Licu~




vv‘vbri,ch "1 fhall ‘anfwer by the firft’ fafe opportanity. ,

I TS B
Lcutenant General Earf Cornwallis, té bis Exeellency
Gereral-Sz'r Henry Clinton, K. B. ¢ Ge. Tes
- Yord:Town, inVirginia, Auguff 16, 1781.
COSIR, .-

KTH IS morning T received your cyphered letter

of the 1 1th inftant, by the runner.

I p1D not imagine that my 'l¢tt%r'of | :Le-26th rof

*July, would have given your Excellency reafon to be

fo fanguine s to hope that by this time, .any detach-
ment could have been-made from hence.  The eva-
cuation of Portfmouth has employed one engineer

: and a number of labouzers and artificers, and with

every-exestion by land and Wwater, ] do hot expeét that

- bufinefs to be.completed before: the 21ftor 2ad-irft.
- Since -our arrival we -have beftowed our whale labour:
on the:Gloucefter fide, but Ido not think theiyorks,

there, (after great fatigue to the troops) are at prefent, .

. or will ‘be for fome time.to.come, fafe againft a<Coup

de:Main :with lefs than one thoufand men.. Aftes out

experience of the labour and difficulty of conftructing

.+ works-at this feafon of the:yecar; and the plan for for-
tifying this fide not being entirely fettled, I-cannotat , '

refeat fay whethér I can {pare-any troops, or, if any;” .
glc;w foon ;. but when the garriforf of Portfmouth ar:
rives, and the eogineer’s.plan is completed, I fhall
apply to captainiHudfon fora frigate:to carry my re-
port of the ftate of things here, and to bring your Ex-
cellency’s:commands upon it. 1 have received yabr
xcellency’s difpatches-of ' the rsth and 26¢th: ultimo, .

1
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1 hive the honor to be,
. : With great refpe@;
N\ R S |

Your moft obedient, and

5

C/into(z, X. B. &, &e. &e.

' -

My Lérp,

“Y WAS latt night honored with yout Lordfhip's
. 1 letters of the 24th and 27th ultimo,. by Captaid -
- Stapleton, .and it gives me fio fmall concern to ob-

ferve; by the tenor of them, that you arC‘dj(plgafcd

P

with the'opinions [ took the hberty cf giting in my
. letter of the 29th of May; refpe@ing the . probable
- confequences of your retreat from Crofs=Creck to
§ Wiliington, and march from thence to Feterfburg---

and with what I faid to your Lordfhip in my letters ..

7 L Moft humble fervant;
[ Signid) - CORNWALLIS.
His Exceflency General . o

T beg that your Excellency will be pleafed to erder it
. to be notified to the port of New-York, that Portf-

- mouth is evacuated; to prevent vefltls from geoing into
‘that harbour: ' |

) wa“JACfé, Aﬂgﬂ 2’ 178". ’

3

of the 8th-and 11th of laft month, on your deffgn of o~

‘ Neck,  and retiring
with your army to Portimoath. 1he:efore, as it

was not my intention to give offence, and is extreme-. . |
ly my with to beproperly vaderftood by your Lord- |-
| ( l ‘ v u ’ -‘ ) . - : "L - ) ﬂiip;. B ‘—:




